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Holiday Checklist
Christmas lights and decorations, inside and out, are a beautiful part of the holiday season. But as with all electrical devices, you need to take special precautions. Before you deck the halls, run through this checklist to keep your holidays merry and bright.
· Inspect light strings. Discard any that are damaged. Frayed or cracked electrical cords or broken sockets are leading fire hazards. 

· Make sure outdoor lighting is UL-rated for exterior use. Outdoor lights with these labels satisfy the minimum standards for product safety. Exterior lights, unlike those used inside buildings; need to be weather-resistant. The same goes for any extension cords used outdoors.

· Replace burned-out bulbs promptly. Empty sockets can cause the entire string to overheat. 

· Don’t use outdoor lights indoors. They’re too hot for interior use. For the coolest bulbs and greatest energy efficiency, consider LED lights. 

· Don’t run extension cords through doorways or under rugs. Insulation on cords can be damaged and risk of fire is greatly increased.


· Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for connecting multiple strings. If the packaging does not indicate the number, connect no more than three light strings together.

·  Consider purchasing strings with miniature, low-heat producing bulbs. These lights require less amperage and are less likely to overload electrical outlets. 

· Electrical outlets for exterior lighting should accommodate three-prong grounded plugs and should be on an electrical circuit protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 

· Don’t stick a three-pronged plug into a two-pronged outlet (and don’t cut the ground prong off to make it fit!!)

· One of the greatest dangers when installing outdoor lighting involves the use of ladders. Use a high-quality, sturdy ladder that is the proper height. Be sure it is securely positioned. To avoid falls, move the ladder as necessary rather than leaning on it from side to side. 

· Use of front end loaders and forklifts is prohibited when installing decorations.  Always use appropriate lift or bucket truck where applicable.

· If you light a Menorah or any candles, be sure to keep clothes, curtains, draperies and other flammables away from the flames. 

· Turn off all lights/extinguish candles when unattended.

· Purchase appropriately sized timers to automatically turn lights on and off. Lights should be turned off when people are not present and they should not be left on overnight.

· If extension cords are required for outdoor lights, use those designed for outdoor use with three-prong plugs. Never use an indoor cord or a cord without the third prong. Plug the cord into a grounded outlet and select a cord with the shortest length that works for your project. Keep outdoor electrical connections above the ground and out of the snow and water.

·  If extension cords must cross walkways, tape them down. 

· Securely attach outdoor light strings to buildings, trees or other objects to prevent displacement by wind or other weather conditions. When possible, point the lamp sockets down to avoid moisture buildup and do not operate light strings with missing bulbs. 

· Unplug outdoor lights when replacing bulbs so there is no danger of shock. Reduce damage to lights by handling them carefully when installing and removing them and when packing and storing. 
· Carefully remove outdoor lighting at the end of the Christmas season. Christmas lights are not designed to withstand prolonged exposure to sun and other elements.
NOTE:  This document is not intended to be legal advice.  It does not identify all the issues surrounding the particular topic.  Public agencies are encouraged to review their procedures with an expert or an attorney who is knowledgeable about the topic. Reliance on this information is at the sole risk of the user.
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